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Range 101: Drought Planﬂiﬁgdmmﬂnd‘ed

Since this yearodés |l ack of spring moisturje h
that 2017 wil|l be a |low forage year, it ;s
plan if you havendét already prepared one, B
dates that one assesses moisture | evels Ito
ditions |
Date Climate Acti on
Dec 1 Did you reNO: spring rain will be necessary to
qguate fall
YES: in good shape, keep an eye on s
Apr il Did winterNO: prepare for alternative watering
hel p fildl
YES: in good shape, keep an eye on s
May 1 Did we recNO: dondét graze flexible |ivestock;
April rain
YES: plan on grazing flexible |ivest
June 1Did we recNO: consider futurfeeopitn@nscdlolri ma, n
May rainfaperhaps investigate purchasing hay.
YES: if cumulative rainfall is nor ma
tive rainfal!l is still short be prep
July 1Did we recNO: we are in a drought i f cumul ati v
June rainfacquire additional feed resources, c
YES: if cumul ative rainfall is nor ma
cumul ative rainfall i s sitnivliels thieglaotwe n
chase, cull, be prepared to wean ear
August Was springConsider early weaning soon, cull ha
hay.
Was springOkay to continue grazing.
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SDGC Newest Addition: On Consernyatioksanek

Mar bl ed godwits, jackrabbj dpi p
a few of the species Rex | e s
in the field as a wildlif I oni
the South Dakota Grassl an hir
tive officer, currently | n S
their three kids and two 0O W&
ed high school i n I ndiana pbr
tered his hunting and fis ul d
him to dedicate his |ife ec
deep appreciation for | an ppcC
vated an extensive career CQ
With a BA from Ball State er s
State University, a PhD f at e
and many years of teachinl J bac
put his education to use with the U.S. Fish and
vice Rex brings a deep well of experience in gr
ber of grants over the years on the | ocal, state
worked primarily on wetland, grassland, and migr
Ainstitute better science into management progr @
l'y with | andowners to promote worthwhile grazing
Al t hough wildlife moved Rex to pursue a career
through effective natur al resource management pr
tion now is healthy, diverse | andscapes that al
ence in conservation work has opened his eyes ta
|l ife habitat and rural community preservation. L
heal th of rural communities and the plains ecosy
| andowner | evel i's a crucial el ement i n maintain
generations to come.

Rex believes that successful natur al resource ma
tion. 0 Reaching out to |l andowners with focused c
nities in a way that encourages both ecol ogi cal
provide wildlife habitat and clean water as well
nesses. By hel ping make grazing profitable throu
hopes to preserve both the wellbeing of grassl ar
with the South Dakota Grassland Coalitionés | and
stewardship on farms and rancheg adhrosSouttihe Datk at
Coalition, stated "It 1 s a real pl easure to have
tance and experience to move the Coalition to a
Dakota. We are very |lucky to have an Executive
cell ewe wméamady have We are excited to have Redx
Kate Rasmussen is a freelance writer and ranch h
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South Dakota Shines at 66th National Land and Ra

by Sandy Smart

Sout h DBHaktoetaams4 di d

well at the 66th National Land
and Range Judging Contest hel d
i n Okl ahoma City, OK on May

4 , 2017. EHa yR aCoguent v 4

Judging Team |l ead by Fred
Zenk, placed 2nd. Team mem-
bers were Levi Johnson, Sara
Hemmi ngson, Riley Johnson,

and Sydney Swanson. Levi
Johnson placed third overall,
Sara Hemmingson was 7t h, Ri -

|l ey Johnson placed 10th, and
Sydney Swansonsowas Dbekht

D Vréalnge | egends: (I e
, Dave Olygl il
Wessington S

al | . (Kadoka Ag Teacher
and Craig Shyrock

The Jer au-HdL €o3dmwatry , 4 May 2017) .

Judging Team placed 2nd. Team

—~

members included Keah Munsen, Alicia Jacks:
They were coached by La#wcéelomewet eTledgdgyaog
5th. Team members included Tayl or Ashdown,
Aasby. They were coached by Ken Jones.

I n addition to the SD Ag Teacher s, Dave, Ol I
Mitch Faul kner (NRCS), and Chri sti Koeh] er
ing for the contest.

New Healthy Grasslang Rubleation

The Coalition recently published the 2nd v
of Greener Pastures called fiHeal thy Grass]|:
The publication expands the content preyvi ol
covered; including information on haying, |
cropland back to grassland, contract grazi |
ter grazing, drought planning, and fire! mal
ment. The publication wil/ be deliveredlto
SDSU Extension, and Conservation Distrigct
across South Dakota over the next few mont|
Thanks to Sandy Smart, Pete Bauman and Josl
Lefers for editing and contributing to t he
| ication. Heal thy Grasslands , Pho
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